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St. Kateri 
 1656-1680 

 

Feast Day - December 3rd 
 

Patron Saint of people ridiculed 
for their piety, ecologists, and 
Native Americans 

 

     St. Kateri Tekakwitha is known as the 

“Lily of the Mohawks” because she was so 

chaste and pure.  Her life began in the U.S. 

and ended in Canada. As a child, she was 

orphaned after her parents died from 

smallpox.  She too caught the disease, 

which left her partially blind and scarred 

on her face. Members of her clan adopted 

her.  Years later as a teenager, with the 

help of Jesuit missionaries, she became a 

Catholic.  Enduring much hostility from her 

tribe because of her devotion to the Faith 

and the Eucharist, she prayed for them.  

The  Catholic faith spread into Native 

American communities because of this 

pious young Saint. 
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